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There are debts that we all owe to God, to society and to individuals! Debt upon debt and a whole pile of
debts are incurred by thievery and cheating — such a house must collapse! In the future there will be enemies,
sickness, worries, misery and need. Add to that the qualms and urgings of conscience, grief, unrest and quite
often bitterness and despair. Finally, all the goods and property obtained through thievery and cheating turns
into smoldering ruins and ashes.

There is a whole army of thieves and cheaters these days. We include in this army not only those who
forcibly or secretly steal someone’s property, but we also include those who help them and advise them as well
as those who buy these articles or store them being fully aware that these are stolen goods. Employers who do
not pay their employees a just wage for their work are also thieves, especially when there are widows or
orphans to be considered. Employees, or workers who are lazy and careless in their work and are not
conscientious in performing their duties, also belong in this category. Children who by nagging or trickery
borrow money or properties from their parents without having any intention of returning it — are really thieves!
Those people are thieves who falsify documents or refuse to carry out what is prescribed. Thieves are those
people who set fire to buildings in order to collect the insurance and get rich. Those are thieves who unjustly
take others to court, those who cheat on merchandise that they are selling by exaggerating the weight, number
or size. Those are thieves who do not repay loans but spend it in drinking, playing cards or betting on horses.
Money-lenders, be they bankers or private individuals become thieves when they demand high rates of interest.
Yet, this is just a short list of people who are thieves. It is evident that the world and people’s lives are turned
by those two great wheels. — stealing and cheating.

When I went to Poznan, for the first time in my life I say a pillory. I went to the market-place in Poznan.
There, next to the sixteenth century town-hall, located under the stone statue of the knight Roland, is the ancient
town pillory. It is a pillar by which the condemned were cut down. By the pillar are irons into which the
criminals were put, especially if they were thieves or swindlers and sentenced to be publicly shamed. Very
often they were flogged with whips and later chased out of the gates of the city, never to return!

What would happen if our civil authorities punished all thieves and swindlers this way now in our days?
The towns would be empty! Let us always remember God’s commandment: “Thou shalt not steal!” Our people
have some sayings that we should also always remember:

“It is better to lose what is rightfully yours rather than get rich on what belongs to others!”
“A clean conscience is preferable to owning great unlawful possessions.”

“Let everyone remember that the possessions of others are holy!”
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I greet all of you my dear fellow country-men with the words: “Praised be Jesus Christ!”

A few years ago I was traveling in Poland; I visited Lublin which is located between Warsaw and Lwow.
In my travel notes I had written: “We pulled out of the Warsaw railroad station at 13 hours 35 minutes and
arrived in Lublin at 19 hours 9 minutes. In Europe, they tell time based on 24 hours so in our time, I arrived in
Lublin at 7:09 p.m. What led me to Lublin? I was looking for something very interesting and of historical
value. I wanted to see with my own eyes a certain piece of art about which I had read when I was yet a boy.

Tinquired from others as to where the building for State tribunals was located and they pointed out this
spacious building. Going in, I found what I was seeking. In the court room I saw this huge cross chiseled out
of a block of stone with the figure of Christ. Above it were the words — “Justicias vestras judicabo” — meaning
—“I will judge your righteousness!” This figure of Christ is unusual because Christ has turned His head away
so that His face cannot be seen. Why did the sculptor perpetuate the Savior in such a position?

L. Siemienski writes about this reason: “There was a certain widow who owned a small house and a few
fields that were being cultivated. A certain wealthy land-owner was tempted by them. The widow clearly had a
legal right to her possessions, but the rich man paid off the judges and the lawyers and as a result the widow lost
everything and the rich man took it all. Conscience and the law were bought out by money! When the verdict
was given in court, the wronged widow, in tears cried out — “If the devils were judging this case the outcome
would have been more just!” The judges hurriedly left the court-room and only the government workers
remained.

At that moment some carriages arrived and several Master Devils alight. They enter the court-room and
seat themselves in the judges’ chairs. The court secretaries recognized them to be devils and gripped with fear —
they waited.

The Master Devil gave the order for the court case to begin again. Two Lawyer Devils came forth — one
took the side of the widow while the other stressed the legitimacy of the rich man’s claim. After hearing the
arguments from both sides, the Master Devil called the secretary and ordered him to sit down and write out the
verdict to benefit the poor widow! Legend tells us that at that moment the figure of Christ on that cross in the
court room was so horrified that the devils® verdict in that case was more just than the verdict given by those
Christian judges, that he turned His sad face away and will not show His face again until the Polish nation
shows greater mercy and greater justice to the poor.

Maybe this is only a legend, but be as it may; it carries a certain moral lesson for all of us which is
especially needed in our times. Nowadays, who is concerned about justice? Who even cares about justice?
Who directs his life according to justice? Don’t we even have a saying that says “Cheating makes the world go
round’? Therefore, my talk today is entitled:

TWO WHEELS
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It seems to me that the lives of dishonest and unconscientious people can be compared to a coach with two
heavy wheels which crush and choke everything that falls under them. These wheels are nothing other than
robbery and cheating. He who secretly appropriates for himself things that are not his commits robbery. One is
branded a cheat or a swindler when his actions harm the property of his neighbor. I want you to know that the
Patron of all thieves and cheaters is Judas who was the treasurer of the Apostles. Secretly and unlawfully, he
took for himself a certain amount of the money that had been offered to Christ and His Apostles. “But Judas
said this not because he had any concern for the poor, but because he was a thief and carried the purse in which
they put all the money.” On the robbers’ coat of arms, there is a bird — a magpie — because this is a bird that
steals everything and with great cunning hides it. I want to add this very appropriate saying by the Holy Spirit:
“Do not be deceived for neither the trouble makers nor the thieves, neither the greedy nor those who prey on
others will ever possess the Kingdom of God.” Now, please listen to these letters:

Chicago, Ill. December 14, 1934

Dear Father,

I am a grocer and I have always treated my customers fairly. There are some people who have been taking
groceries from me for three years writing purchases in a book — on charge — so that these people owe me more
than six thousand dollars. Some of them moved away to the furthest side of the city without paying me a single
penny. There are others, who despite the fact that they are now working just laugh at me. They insist that they
do not need to pay me back because we are still in the Depression. Then, there are still others who laugh when I
remind them of their debt and tell me that if I want, I can take one or two of their children. Don’t these people
have any conscience?

Unfortunately, as to the question of whether these people who won’t pay their bills have a conscience, one
must answer that it is evident that they do not. They live like those birds that neither sow nor plow, but live
comfortably without any cares or troubles.

Here in Buffalo, we had an even better incident: There was this young ex-soldier who hadn’t worked for
several years but was just living “on credit.” He had big bills at the grocer’s, at the butcher’s, at church and at
school — none of which were being paid. Then — he received a certain big bonus from the government. It was
about 600 dollars. Did he consider using that money to pay off at least part of the bill that he owed to the
grocer, the butcher and to the church? Evidently, he considered his debts as mere trifles. No sooner than that
money was in his hand, he hurried over to the agency selling automobiles and put 600 dollars down as a down-
payment on a new automobile — one of the latest models. The butcher cursed him to the high heavens, the
grocer complained and yet, this cheater, with a smile on his lips, would flaunt his car as he drove by under their
windows!

Detroit, Michigan December 11, 1934
Dear Father,

Please sternly censure children who show no heart to their parents. There were two of us girls in the
family. Our father had died. Ilived with my husband and child on the other end of town. My younger sister
had our mother living with her. After my father died, he left two houses and quite a nice sum of money in the
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bank. I don’t know how this happened, but our mother signed papers and my sister got all the money in the
bank plus all the money for the two houses which she sold. That is not the worst part!

After several months, they bribed and overpaid some doctor who put our old mother into an insane asylum.
She must still be there today although they refuse to tell us anything. My sister and her husband are now
enjoying life. They have a summer home and act like royalty. Can God possibly bless such children?

God’s blessing says — “Honor your father and mother that you may live long and be blessed here on earth!”
However, God’s curse and damnation rests upon the head of ungrateful children. “Cursed be he who does not
honor his father and mother!” The entire people answered ‘Amen!’” Children who trick their old parents out of
money are stealing and cheating. These children are thieves and they are cheats! What hardened stony hearts
they have to steal the last piece of bread from their old parents and then mercilessly throw them out of the house
either into the dust-bin of some hospital or to an asylum. How easy it is today to pay off or bribe a doctor, a
lawyer or a judge and thus throw these defenseless old people into asylums for the mad and insane. In order to
cover up their theft, cheating and unconscientiousness, such children hide behind the law and they justify
themselves and their actions by lying. It is true that they may be able to pull the wool over people’s eyes, they
may succeed in deadening their conscience by drinking and good times but they cannot either fool God or avoid
Him. Their pay awaits them and it is just, severe and definite!

Hamtramck, Michigan December 9, 1934
Dear Father,

Our mother died a year ago leaving our father, a daughter and two sons. Our mother had worked for thirty
years just like my father. They were very thrifty — to the point they were stingy. When my mother died, my
father wanted to buy her a better casket and give her a showy funeral but my brothers cursed in their anger.
After the funeral, my brothers took my father to live with them. There they plied him with liquor day after day
until he not only signed off the two houses to them but he lent them all of his money. As soon as they got that,
they threw this old man out of their house and were even making fun of him and laughing the he is crazy!

Truly, there are certain children who are blinded, are greedy and merciless and with their closed eyes are
running headlong to their own damnation. But, in some similar cases, the parents are also to blame. Why is it
that our parents do not believe in making a will? They are of the opinion that if they write a will, that means
that they must then prepare to die. Why doesn’t every mother and father go to a lawyer and write up a will in
such a way that as long as the parents are alive, the children don’t get anything? Parents are not going to take
all their property and money to the grave with themselves. After the death of the parents, then the children get
everything! While the parents are alive — they get nothing! This may seem like a very strict viewpoint, but it is
extremely practical.

In Hamburg, New York, we Franciscans have a home for the elderly. Go there and talk to some of these
poor people who were abused and abandoned by their very own children. They are all broken bodies and
crushed souls. The father raised them, the father helped them, the father ruined his strength and lost his health
and then children arrogantly get rid of him saying, “March, you old man, to the asylum!” — Their mother
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worked for many years over and above her strength. In the end they didn’t even have a bed in a lodging house
for her. They threw her out of her own home and her own children left her on the sidewalk of the street yelling
at her — “Go, old lady, to some asylum for there is no room for you here!” — Oh, this is so very sad — but it is
nonetheless true!

Buffalo, New York December 6, 1934

Dear Father,

My wife and daughter have joined a bunch of thieves. They steal things from stores and they have a place
somewhere where they store all these stolen goods. Then, at a later date, they go house to house selling these
stolen articles at a lower price. Besides stealing, this group also holds drinking parties that last all night. There
are not only men and women in this group, but also many young people have joined them. They go out stealing
mostly on Thursdays and Saturdays. 1 am so terribly ashamed of what they are doing, but from shame I am
forced to be silent.

My wife wants to be very modern in her ways. She loves to get dressed up in her finery and takes active
part in various amusements. She never refers to me in words other than” “you crazy old man.” Father, believe
me when I tell you that I am so worried that I began to drink.

Idleness, a yearning to enjoy things, a love for amusements and good times and a love of dressing up lead
people from the road of righteousness. In a special way, they also open the gates to so many more pleasures
that they can achieve through cheating and stealing. In the end, all this just leads them to court and puts them
behind prison bars. Then the tears flow and the faces of these thieves flush with shame!

Here in Buffalo, among our Polish people, there exists a circle of thieves. There are youths who especially
rob money from clubs. There are other thieves who steal clothing from people at dances or card parties. This
happened at one of our Polish hall just this past month. There are thieves who steal from churches, schools and
many stores. This sin of stealing seems to be spreading like a contagious disease. Our forefathers always
respected the properties of others. It seems that these honest Polish hands grew into and became the hands of
the greedy thief and the short hard-working Polish fingers grew into the long lazy fingers of that lazy person
who reaches out to grab what belongs to others! Despite all their cleverness, stealing is contrary to all the
principles of education and is immoral not only according to the stone tablets of Moses but God’s command
“Thou shalt not steal” is also indelibly written on every human heart.

Buffalo, New York December 29, 1934

Dear Father,

This is the first time that I am writing to you, Father, for I don’t have anyone else to whom I can turn in my
great unhappiness. [ was always very good to my children and they considered me good — as long as I had
money. I would lend them money anytime they came to me with a need — for I truly wanted to help them and I
trusted that they would repay me. Inever asked them to sign any legal papers concerning those loans for I
trusted them. As of today, I have loaned my children two thousand seven hundred dollars. Now, when I asked
them to start paying me that money back, even a little at a time, since I know that they are financially able to do
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s0, they laugh at me. “Mother, why do you want money? You don’t need any money because you are going to
die soon!” They just don’t want to return any of the money that they borrowed. My one son-in-law, who
borrowed the most money, curses me when I come to their house and tells my daughter: “What does that old
lady want here again? Throw her out behind that door!” I can’t believe that this is happening to me in my old
age — from my own children — after I have worked so hard for so many years!”

My dear, suffering Mother! I am so very sorry for you! But, now you see how our good  and good-
hearted, trusting mothers must pay for their unreasonable and unlimited goodness with their bitter and helpless
tears and cries. They have too much heart and not enough brains. When it involves any money matters, you
must act in a business-like manner. Children are children. As babies, they sucked at their mother’s breast.
‘When they grow up, they are only too willing to suck at their parent’s pockets. Besides that, since they now
have teeth — they bite! Now, crying is useless! Just complaining doesn’t help matters either! It is just as
impossible for parents to expect a greedy or a miserly daughter to return borrowed money as it is impossible to
force someone to return something they had already chewed and swallowed! At this point I would like to tell
you a legend that comes from St. Alphonsus:

“Once upon a time Lucifer was sitting on his throne and listening to the reports of the devils whom he had
sent out into the world. They were reporting on their activities among the people in the world. After many long
reports, a certain devil that Lucifer had not seen in this Kingdom of Darkness for a long time came to give his
report. ‘And where were you roaming for such a long time?” asked the Prince. The devil answered, ‘T was
guarding a certain thief so that he would not return the things he had stolen — and then maybe be converted!”
“You, imbecile!” cried the furious Lucifer. You wasted all that time for nothing. Don’t you know, you stupid
ox, that thieves do not return their stolen goods and their souls totally belong to us? Ho, torturers! Take this
idiot and work him over so that he learns not to waste time in such a crazy way!””

A thief and a cheater rarely think about returning stolen goods. Rather, they are constantly racking their
brains to find new ways and means to steal more and to cheat in a more profitable way. When it comes to
children who attach themselves like leeches to their parents in order to grow fat on their possessions and in the
end, they denounce their parents and lock them up in Old Age Homes or even sometimes commit them to
Insane Asylums. For such children, this saying should be branded on their foreheads: “Cursed by God are
murderers of parents!” Such a family in time weakens, rots and disappears. It has to! There can be no other
ending for a building or family whose foundation rests on thievery and deceit.

Milwaukee, Wisconsin December 28, 1934

Dear Father,

Our relatives are living in a very deceitful way. Their house is fully paid off, yet they lied and are still
getting assistance from the city. They also have money in the bank, but they have it listed under the name of
their married daughter. Several years ago our father lent them six hundred dollars. He trusted them and gave it
to them without witnesses or having them sign legal papers. Now, they are refusing to repay him, claiming that
they owe him nothing and that he can’t prove that they do. They are actually laughing at our father and our
family.




